Third Meeting of the Roma Decade Steering Committee:

Minutes and Summary
June 24-25, 2004
Budapest, Hungary

I. Introduction and Background

The third meeting of the Roma Decade Steering Committee was held in Budapest
from June 24-25, 2004. The objective of the meeting was to review the preparations of the
Decade of Roma Inclusion, 2005-2015 in preparation for its launch in January 2005. The
meeting was opened by the new Hungarian Minister for Equal Opportunities, Ms. Kinga
Goncz, who succeeded Katalin Levai upon her election to the European Parliament earlier in
June. In her opening remarks, Minister Goncz expressed her strong support for the Decade
and noted its value-added as a source for learning across countries. Mr. Robert Kiss, President
of the Government Office for Equal Opportunities and Mr. Lasz16 Teleki, State Secretary for
Roma Affairs also welcomed the participants on behalf of the Government of Hungary.

Representatives of eight governments attended the meeting, along with Roma civil
society leaders and representatives of partner organizations, including the European
Commission, UNDP, World Bank, Open Society Institute, Council of Europe, Council of
Elfrope Development Bank, OSCE, and ERIO. A full list of participants is included as Annex
1.

The meeting reviewed progress on the development of the Decade Action Plans
prepared by the countries and Roma participation in the preparation of the Decade. The
meeting also focused on four important topics: (i) financing of the Decade; (ii)
communications; (iii) data issues and; (iv) preparations for the launch of the Decade in
January 2005. The ISC was updated on the work of international organizations and on
progress in establishing the Roma Education Fund. A summary is provided as Annex 2.

II. Country Decade Action Plans

All countries have made substantial progress on the preparations of the Decade Action
Plans since the last ISC meeting in April. During the meeting each country presented the
current version of its plan which include the goals, targets and indicators proposed for each of
the four Decade priority areas: (i) education; (ii) employment; (iii) health; and (iv) housing.
Countries are on track to complete the work on the plans by the fourth Steering Committee in
October, however further work, discussed below, will be needed to finalize the plans. Major
remaining challenges are securing necessary financing for their implementation, and ensuring
that data are available and monitoring mechanisms in place to monitor the progress during the
Decade.

The Czech and Slovak governments indicated that they had not originally included
health in their Decade Action Plans. The Czech representative noted that they had understood
that countries could choose areas of focus within the four priority areas. The ISC clarified that
the decision taken at the December meeting was that all countries had agreed to the four
priority areas. The Slovak representative mentioned that health would be included into their
plan. The Czech delegation will discuss this further internally prior to the October ISC
meeting. Both countries did participate in the health workshop.

! The participating countries are: Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, FYR Macedonia, Hungary, Romania,
Serbia and Montenegro, and the Slovak Republic. It was restated at the meeting that the Decade is open to any
other countries interested in participating.



Sectoral Workshops. Participants noted that the sectoral workshops have been
particularly helpful in developing the plans and involving technical officials from line
ministries in identifying issues, goals, and targets. Three workshops have been held so far,
education (February); employment (May); and health (June). The workshops involve
government officials, Roma leaders and sector experts and focus on defining the goals,
targets, and indicators for each area. The final workshop on housing is planned for September
27-28, 2004 in Budapest, prior to the fourth Steering Committee meeting. The summaries of
the employment and education workshops were made available the Steering Committee
members. The summary of the health workshop will be made available in July.?

In addition to the sectoral workshops, the World Bank, together with OSI, coordinated
a workshop on Social Accountability and Monitoring for the countries of Southeast Europe in
Belgrade. The workshop introduced the participants to tools which civil society can use to
monitor the performance of governments. The workshop included about 45 participants and
conducted a field visit to a Roma community.

Next Steps. Countries will continue to refine the Decade Action Plans prior to the
final Steering Committee meeting in October. Common issues to be addressed across
countries include:

Data and Monitoring:
— QGoals, targets, and indicators should be clearly distinguished and defined;

— Indicators should measure outcomes and results nof inputs or process
indicators. For example indicators should focus on increases in the
employment rate, rather than the number of persons trained;

— DAPs should focus on achieving progress on relative measures that would
close gaps in outcomes between Roma and non-Roma — rather than on absolute
measures. Relative measures assess the status of Roma in relation to the non-
Roma population. For example, in countries with large disparities between
Roma and non-Roma in employment, a goal could be to raise Roma
employment rates to equal that of non-Roma.

— Data for monitoring indicators should be available in each country, or a
process should be underway to make it available (e.g. through a new or revised
survey), statistical offices should be involved in these discussions. Countries
are encouraged to participate actively, through their statistical offices in the
Data Working Group convened by UNDP (discussed further below);

— If data are not yet available, qualitative surveys and information can be used
in the meantime to fill information gaps. Countries should draw from multiple
sources to monitor the Decade outcomes, including household surveys,
administrative data, and qualitative data.

— Where possible, the next versions of the DAPs should include specific
numbers for the indicators, to allow for monitoring of progress. For example,
“increasing Roma completion rates in primary education from X% to Y%.”

— Plans should indicate the timing and phasing of measures and priorities. This
should indicate when the measures will be phased in during the Decade. What
happens now? What happens later? What happens by Year 2; Year 4; the end
of the Decade?

2 . .
Summaries are available at www.worldbank.org/roma.



Another area for on-going work is the important effort needed to include the cross-
cutting themes of gender, discrimination, and poverty into the plans. Judit Bari from the
Hungary delegation presented a proposal for including women’s issues into the Hungary
Decade plan.

Finally, countries are reminded to keep the Decade plans as simple, practical and
manageable as possible. The plans should not be comprehensive, but rather should identify a
small number of priority goals for each of the priority areas (2-3), with manageable and
quantifiable targets. Many of the plans which were presented were extensive with a large
number of goals and targets which will be extremely difficult to monitor over the Decade.

III.  Roma Participation

Kalinka Vassilieva spoke on behalf of the Young Roma Leaders at the opening of the
meeting. She described the on-going challenge of ensuring real, substantive Roma
participation in the Decade. While Roma have a strong voice within the ISC, outside their
voice is weaker. Roma have a responsibility to act, organize, network and engage a broader
spectrum of Roma groups in the Decade, however they need help with capacity building and
resources to make this happen. Roma need support from the international community to
expand their outreach, organize, lobby, and build links with governments. Specific training on
monitoring and local development/working with local governments is needed for Roma to
play an active and meaningful role in the Decade. Mechanisms for facilitating communication
among Roma within and across countries are also needed (for example, websites and email
lists for information exchange).

The issue of Roma participation was raised throughout the meeting. Many countries
have set up mechanisms for Roma to participate in the Country Working Groups for the
Decade, however greater efforts are needed by governments and Roma organizations to
expand this reach. During the country discussions, Roma representatives specifically raised
the challenge of communicating about the Decade to a broader audience of participants. This
will be an on-going issue to be addressed by the Steering Committee. Nicholae Gheorghe
proposed that holding a specific workshop on Roma participation in the Decade should be
considered.

IV.  Financing

Financing the Decade Action Plans. An essential next step for the success of the
Decade is to ensure that each country estimates the costs involved in implementing the plans,
and ensures that the necessary resources are allocated in the budget. This is an urgent
exercise, as most countries are in the process of finalizing their budgets for 2005 right now.
Only the country teams from Hungary and Romania presented preliminary cost estimates for
their plans at the ISC meeting. Prior to the next ISC meeting each country should involve their
Ministries of Finance in the discussions of the Decade Plans. Financing plans should estimate
the additional resources needed to implement the proposed actions to achieve the goals of the
Decade. While some programs included under the Decade will be included within the existing
budgets of line ministries, and cannot necessarily be separated out as “Roma programs” —such
preschool programs in education — other initiatives will require separate and additional
financing.

Countries need to approach their Ministries of Finance as soon as possible with a
concrete financing plan for the Decade. Any needs for external financing (e.g. loans) should
be made after first seeking funding from within national budgets. Capacity needs should also
be identified, it was recognized during the discussion that adequate funding is necessary, but
not sufficient, and that the necessary human resource and institutional needs should also be



estimated, costed, and identified. Representatives of Ministries of Finance should be invited to
the October ISC meeting.

The World Bank will organize a breakfast meeting to discuss financing of the Decade
with Ministers of Finance during its Annual Meetings in October in Washington. Countries
should make sure that they submit their financing plans to the Ministries of Finance before
this meeting, in order to ensure a basis for discussion. Countries with the opportunity to
include budgetary proposals for line ministries should do so. Mr. Soros and Mr. Wolfensohn
will also write to Ministries of Finance to encourage them to engage actively in the
discussions of the Decade.

Tony Lockett from the European Commission explained that the financing
mechanisms for the EU Structural Funds between 2007-2013 are currently under negotiation.
The structure, amounts and criteria still open for discussion. The Council of Ministers is keen
to include Roma and other disadvantaged groups as targeted groups. The new member states
should raise this in their dialogue with the Commission.

Roma Education Fund. Nicholas Burnett gave an update on the preparations for the
design of the Roma Education Fund. The Fund is expected to be established in early 2005 and
a donor’s conference is planned for the Fall (date to be announced). A full summary is
attached as Annex 2.* Preparations for the design of the Fund are underway. Most notably a
needs assessment of the situation of Roma education in each of the participating countries is
being undertaken by a team of local researchers. The study aims to quantify the financing
needs in each country and to identify possible future interventions by the Fund, based on the
needs in each country and the existing experience of government and NGO projects and
programs. The needs assessment is expected to be completed by the end of the Summer.

Eva Schwebel from the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) announced that
the CEB has taken the decision to host the Fund at its premises in Paris. The Fund would be
established as an independent legal entity, located at the CEB. The CEB would provide office
space, as well as logistical and administrative services to the Fund at cost.

V. Data

Andrey Ivanov from UNDP Bratislava updated the meeting on the regional baseline
survey which will be conducted prior to the launch of the Decade. The questionnaire is close
to completion and will be finalized following a meeting of the Data Experts’ Group (see next
paragraph). The data should be available for all Decade countries by October. The World
Bank is funding technical assistance to help with the sampling design for the survey. Roma
are fully involved in the survey, through their involvement in the Data Experts’ Group, as
well as being involved in the implementation of the survey as interviewers. The survey will
include gender disaggregated data. In parallel to the preparation of the baseline, countries
should be assessing what data sources are already available to monitor the Decade, as well as
developing plans to upgrade their statistical instruments.

The first meeting of the Data Experts’ Group is scheduled for July 27-28 in Bratislava
and a second meeting is anticipated by the end of the calendar year. The objective of the
meeting is to identify the existing barriers and problems in the area of ethnically-sensitive
data collection in the region and in particular countries, as well as to outline possible ways of
improving the existing status. The meeting will include government officials, Roma leaders,
academics, statisticians and other experts involved in the collection, analysis and use of data.
Eurostat will participate. Anyone interested in the Data Experts’ Group should contact Andrey

3 Updated information on the Roma Education Fund is also available on the World Bank’s website.



Ivanov directly. Steering Committee members should meet with the representatives from their
country who will be attending the Data Experts’ Group before the meeting.

VI Communications

The communications working group, including representatives of the Decade
Secretariat, OSI and the World Bank updated the Steering Committee on the preparations of
the draft communication strategy. The group has been working closely together since the last
ISC meeting, and met in Brussels in May to brainstorm with a broader group of media
specialists and representatives of Roma NGOs. The media has a potentially critical role to
play in the Decade. However currently the media has been contributing to negative
stereotypes of Roma, as Roma are being used as a scapegoat for negative reporting on EU
enlargement. There is also a lack of public understanding of what the Decade is, and a major
communications effort will be needed to disseminate information about the Decade at the
European and country level.

The team presented the outcomes of its “SWOT” analysis of the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats facing communications for the Decade. Strengths
include the powerful start and high-level political commitment of the 2003 Roma conference,
multiple partners, and international interest. Weaknesses include the low profile of the Roma
agenda, very high expectations, diffused responsibility, and a weak coordination structure, as
well as limited staff and budget. Opportunities are the potential for change and a real positive
impact on Roma, demonstrable progress, and multi-level involvement. Finally, threats are a
weakening of high-level political commitment over time, the failure to provide budget support
for the Decade and growing skepticism.

The communications strategy should build upon the strengths and opportunities to
tackle the weaknesses and threats. A first step will be to define the content of the
communications campaign. This should start with a clarification of the vision and values of
the Decade, as well as analysis of public opinion in each of the countries. Andre Wilkens of
OSI circulated a vision statement that could serve as the basis of a common approach. This
document is included as Annex 3. Comments should be forwarded to the Decade Secretariat.

The approach of communications for the Decade will be largely decentralized to the
country level. National level communications should focus on local priorities and be
supported by regular opinion research. Roma ownership is key for success, and the approach
should be open to anyone who wants to be involved. The Secretariat will play a key role in
coordinating the campaigns. It will not finance communications, but rather coordinate and
ensure consistency across countries. The World Bank and OSI will help look for funds to
support the communications work leading up to the launch. However a lot can be done with
limited resources — for example, by having Roma leaders and government officials give
interviews, write articles, and raise the issues publicly. The work should start now and
countries should not wait for additional resources.

Next Steps: The communications team identified the following next steps.

— A competition to design a logo for the Decade will be launched and coordinated by
the Secretariat. The finalists will be presented to the ISC in October.

— A common website will be launched.

— Preparations for the media campaigns for the launch events should start now.
An award will be given to the government, civil society organization or
international organization that generates the most coverage of the Decade.



— A communications steering committee will be constituted to guide
communications leading up to the launch.

— A workshop on communications to build capacity of government
communications officials will be held in mid-September. Each country should
nominate communications experts to attend.

— Resources will be sought to support the public opinion research needed to
support the country campaigns.

VII. Launch of the Decade

State Secretary Laszlo Teleki introduced a discussion of the preparations for the
launch of the Decade. The launch is critical to rekindle and solidify the political commitment
that will be essential for implementing the Decade and achieving its goals. The State
Secretary introduced a draft of a pledge that Prime Ministers would be asked to sign at the
outset of the Decade. Countries were asked to forward their comments on the pledge to the
Secretariat by 31 July. A number of comments were made during the discussion which were
accepted, including a mention that Decade plans should be fully financed, and text indicating
that the international community and civil society are committed to supporting the Decade.

The format for the launch of the Decade was discussed. This should include an
international launch in Europe, during which the Prime Ministers would sign both the pledge
and the individual country Decade Action Plans. In addition to the international event, each
country should have a set of launch activities at the national level, involving government
officials, civil society, and other partners. The country level events will be critical to
disseminate information about the Decade to a broader set of stakeholders and to generate
support and ownership at the country level. The Secretariat will circulate a proposal for the
content and timing of the launch to the countries for feedback, prior to the October ISC
meeting. Countries should bring their proposals for country level launches to the next
meeting.

A ministerial meeting, to be chaired by Minister Goncz, should be held in the Fall to
finalize launch plans and secure the necessary political committment for the Decade.

VIII. Next Steps

The final meeting of the Steering Committee is scheduled for October, in advance of
the launch of the Decade in early 2005. The main focus of the meeting will be to discuss the
final versions of the Decade Action Plans and the launch arrangements. The final versions of
the Decade plans should be forwarded to the Secretariat in advance of the meeting so that they
can be discussed fully by the Steering Committee. For the launch, countries should send their
comments on the Decade pledge and launch proposal to the Secretariat in advance of the
meeting.

The next steps are as follows:
Decade Action Plans

— Countries to initiate discussions of the Decade Action Plans with Ministries of
Finance. Financing plans for the first year of the Decade should be forwarded to the
Secretariat by September 3, 2004.

— Countries to finalize Decade Plans by the October Steering Committee meeting. Final
versions should be forwarded to the Secretariat in advance, by October 1, 2004.

Decade Launch



— Countries to send their comments on the Decade pledge and launch plans to the
Secretariat by July 31, 2004.

— Countries to develop their plans for country —level launches, to be presented at the
October Steering Committee Meeting.

Upcoming Events
— Data Workshop, July 27-28, 2004
— Communications Workshop, September 13-14, 2004
— Housing Workshop, Budapest, September 27-28, 2004
— Fourth Steering Committee Meeting, October 14-15, 2004
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GOVERNMENT DELEGATIONS

Bulgaria

Mr. Metin Kazak

Head of the Office of the Monister without portfolio
National Council on Ethnic and Demographic Issues
Council of Ministers

Tel: + 359 2 940 2424: + 359 2 989 4560

1, Dondoukov Street, Sofia 1000

Bulgaria

E-mail: M.Kazak@government.bg

Web: www.ncedi.government.bg

Croatia

Ms. Milena Klajner

Head, Office for National Minorities
Government of Republic of Croatia

Tel: + 385 1 4569 358; Fax: + 385 1 4569 358
Mesnicka 23, Zagreb 10 000

Croatia

E-mail: milena.klajner©vlada.hr

Web: www.vlada.hr



Czech Republic

Mr. Walek Czeslaw

Head of the Office, Council for Roma Community Affairs
Government of the Czech Republic

Tel: + 420 296 453 573; Fax: + 420 224 946 615

Nab. Edvarda Benese 4, Prague 118 01

Czech Republic

E-mail: walek@vlada.cz

Web: www.vlada.cz

Czech Republic

Mr. David Benak

Department of Human Rights

Government of the Czech Republic

Tel: +420 296 153 169; Fax: + 420 224 946 615
Nab. Edvarda BeneSe 4, Prague 118 01

Czech Republic

E-mail: Benak.david@vlada.cz

Web: www.vlada.cz

Hungary

Kinga Goncz

Minister without Portfolio for Equal Opportunities
Tel.: +36 1 235 4510; Fax: + 36 1 235 4505
Vigado6 u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

Hungary

Mr. Laszlo Teleki

State Secretary for Roma Affairs

Prime Minister's Office

Tel: +36 1 441 31 70; Fax: + 36 1 441 31 72
Kossuth ter 4., Budapest 1055

Hungary

Hungary

Mr. Robert Kiss

Head, Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: +36 123545 00; Fax: +36 1 23545 05
Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: robert.kiss@meh.hu

Web: www.eselyegyenloseg.hu



Hungary

Mr. Andor Urmés

Director, Directorate for Roma Integration
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: +36 1 235 4572; Fax: + 36 1 235 4407
Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: andor.urmos@meh.hu

Web: www.eselyegyenloseg.hu

Republic of Macedonia

Mr. Aco Janevski

State Secratery

Ministry of Labor and Social Policy

Tel: +389 2 310 6291; Fax: + 389 2 311 0251
Dame Gruev 14, Skopje 1000

Republic of Macedonia

E-mail: ajanevski@mtsp.gov.mk

Web: www.mtsp.gov.mk

Republic of Macedonia

Ms. Mabera Kamberi

Assistant Minister

Ministry of Labor and Social Policy

Tel: +389 2 310 6224; Fax: + 389 2 311 0251
Dame Gruev 14, Skopje 1000

Republic of Macedonia

E-mail: mabera k@yahoo.com

Web: www.mtsp.gov.mk

Republic of Montenegro

Ms. Dubravka Lalovic

Adviser, Multiliteral Department

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Montenegro
Tel: + 381 81 248 643; Fax: + 381 81 248 643

Stanka Dragojevica 2, Podgorica 81 000

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: dubravkala@mn.yu

Web: www.vlada.cg.yu

Republic of Montenegro

Ms. Ivana Durutovic

Project Coordinator, NGO sector

Tel: + 381 83 253 524; Fax: + 381 83 253 524
Podgoricki put br. 2, Niksic 81 400

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: roma-pocetak@cg.yu
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Mr. Ilie Dinca

Deputy Secretary of State, Office for Roma Issues
Department for Inter-Ethnic Relations
Government of Romania

Tel: +40 21 211 30 37; Fax: +40 21 211 05 95
14, Viitorului Street, Bucharest Sector 2

Romania

E-mail: ilie.dinca@dri.gov.ro

Web: www.gov.ro

Romania

Ms. Plebis Florea

Expert, Office of Roma Issues

Department for Inter-Ethnic Relations
Government of Romania

Tel: +40 21 211 51 94; Fax: +4021 211 05 95
14, Viitorului Street, Bucharest Sector 2
Romania

E-mail: plebis.florca@dri.gov.org

Web: www.gov.ro

Serbia and Montenegro

Ms. Jelena Markovic

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Human and Monirity Rights

Tel: + 381 11311 2916 ; Fax: +381 11 311 4650
Bulevar Mighajla Pupina 2, Belgrade 11000
Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: jelena@humanrights.gov.yu

Web: www.humanrights.gov.yu

Slovak Republic

Ms. Kléara Orgovanova

Plenipotentiary for Roma communities, Office of Government
Government of the Slovak Republic

Tel: +421 2 57 295 833; Fax: +421 2 57 295 816

Némestie Slobody 1, Bratislava 813 70

Slovak Republic

E-mail: klara.orgovanova@yvlada.gov.sk

Web: www.vlada.gov.sk/orgovanova/

Slovak Republic

Ms. Sofia Daskalova

Coordinator for international cooperation

Office of the plenipotentiary of the Slovak government for Roma Communities
Government of the Slovak Republic

Tel: +421 2 57 295 837; Fax: +421 2 57 295 816

Namestie Slobody 1, Bratislava 813 70

Slovak Republic

E-mail: sofia.daskalova@vlada.gov.sk

Web: www.vlada.gov.sk
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Bulgaria

Ms. Kalinka Vassileva

Executive Director

Equal Access Foundation

Tel: +359 2 989 96 82; Fax: + 359 2 989 96 82
55 A Neofit Rilski Street, 3. floor, Sofia 1000
E-mail: eaf@gbg.bg; kalinka ni@yahoo.com
Web: www.eaf-bf.org

Croatia

Ms. Ramona Asanovska

Member, Roma women association “Bolja buducnost” (“Better future”)
Tel: +385 1 699 03 99

II Resnik 15¢, Zagreb 10 000

Croatia

E-mail: ramiza.mehmedi(@zg.hinet.hr

Czech Republic

Ms. Gabriela Hrabanova

Chairwomen, Roma Information Project
Athinganoi-Roma Student Information Centre
Tel: + 420 2248 7291; Fax: + 420 2248 7292
Na Porici, Prague 150 30

Czech Republic

E-mail: gabihrabanova@riptech.org

Web: www.athinganoi.cz

Hungary

Ms. Erzsebet Mohacsi

Member of Hungarian Roma Civil Delegation
Mob.: 06302102632

Hungary

E-mail: info@romacentrum.hu

Republic of Macedonia

Ms. Nadir Redzepi

Coordinator, National Working Group Macedonia
Tel: + 389 44 3523 90; Fax: + 389 44 3523 91

St. 134 no. 16, Tetovo 1200

Republic of Macedonia

E-mail: khamnrp@mt.net.mk




Romania

Mr. Costel Bercus

Executive Director, Romani CRISS

Tel: +402 123 141 44; Fax: + 402 121 256 05
Buzesti no.19., Bucharest

Romania

E-mail: costel@romanicriss.org

Web: www.romanicriss.org

Serbia and Montenegro

Ms. Marjan Mija Muratovic

Project Coordinator

Tel: +381 162 81103

Smederevska 11, Leskovac 16000

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: mmuratovicas@ptt.yu; jak erle@yahoo.com

Slovak Republic

Ms. Erika Adamova

Coordinator, The Centre of Culture and Education of Roma youth and children
Tel: +421 556 717 843; Fax: + 421 556 717 848

Exnarova 8, Kosice 04022

Slovak Republic

E-mail: adam@susadam.sk

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Council of Europe

Mr. Michael Guet

Administrator, Roma and Travellers Division
Tel: + 333 9021 4963; Fax : + 333 8841 2731
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

France

E-mail: michael.guet@coe.int

Web : www.coe.int

Council of Europe Development Bank

Ms. Eva Schwebel

Sector manager, Project Financing

Tel: + 33147555592 ; Fax : + 331 4755 37 52
55 Avenue Kléber, Paris 75016

France

E-mail: eva.schwebel@coebank.org

Web : www.coebank.org




European Commission

Mr. Anthony Lockett

Deputy Head of Unit, Anti-discrimination and relations with civil society
European Commission

Tel : + 322299 4336 ; Fax : + 322 295 1899

1049, Brussels

E-mail : anthony.lockett@cec.eu.int

Web : www.europa.eu.int

European Roma Information Office
Ms. Angela Kocze

Executive Director

European Roma Information Office

Tel: + 32 2733 3462; Fax: + 32 2733 3875
Av. Edouard Lacomble 17, Brussels 1040
Belgium

E-mail: angela.kocze@erionet.org

Web: www.erionet.org

OSCE

Mr. Nicolae Gheorghe

Adviser on Roma and Sinti Issues, Contact Point for Roma and Sinti Issues
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

Tel: +48 22 520 06 00; Fax: + 48 22 520 06 05

Al. Ujazdowskie 19, Warsaw 00-557

Poland

E-mail: Nicolae.Gheorghe@Odihr.P1

Web: www.osce.org/odihr

UNDP

Mr. Andrey Ivanov

Human Development Adviser

Poverty Practice Group

United Nations Development Programme

Tel: +4212 59337 431; Fax: + 4212 59337 450
35 Grosslingova Street, Bratislava 81109
Slovak Republic

E-mail: andrey.ivanov@undp.org

Web: www.undp.sk

UNDP

Mr. Istvan Tokés

Liaison Officer

United Nations Development Programme
Tel: + 36 1 458 3495; Fax: + 36 1 458 3495
1027 Budapest

Hungary

E-mail: itokes@kum.hu
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UNDP
Ms. Daniela Gasparikova

Programme Associate (Social and Economic Development Programmes)

Country Support Team

United Nations Development Programme
Tel: +421 259 337 424

Grosslingova 35, Bratislava 81109
Slovak Republic

E-mail: daniela.gasparikova@undp.org
Web: www.undp.sk

OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE

Open Society Institute

Ms. Deborah A. Harding

Vice President

Open Society Institute

Tel: +1 202 721 56 00; Fax: + 1 202 530 55 94
1120 19th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036
United States of America

E-mail: dharding@sorosny.org

Open Society Institute — New York

Ms. Heather Marie Doyle

Program Coordinator, Network Public Health Programs
Open Society Institute

Tel: +1 212 548 0659; Fax: + 1 212 548 4610

400 West 59 Street, New York 10019

United States of America

E-mail: hdoyle@sorosny.org

Web: www.soros.org

Open Society Institute - Belgium

Mr. Andre Wilkens

Director

Open Society Institute - Brussels

Tel: + 322 505 46 46; Fax: + 32 2 502 4646
26 Rue Des Minimes, Brussels 1000
Belgium

E-mail: andre.wilkens@osi-eu.org

Web: www.soros.org
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Open Society Institute - Bulgaria
Mr. Rumyan Russinov

Roma Participation Project

Open Society Institute

Tel: +36 1 327 3855, 36 30 251 3311; Fax: + 36 1 327 3841

Nador u. 11, Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: russinov(@osi.hu
Web: www.osi.hu

Open Society Institute - Croatia

Ms. Jagoda Novak

Education and Roma Coordinator

Open Society Institute — Roma Education

Tel: + 385 1 485 5576; Fax: + 385 1 485 6459
Ilica 73, Zagreb 10000

Croatia

E-mail: jnovak@soros.hr

Web: www.soros.hr

Open Society Foundation — Czech Republic
Ms. Marie Kopecka

Executive Director

Open Society Foundation — Praha 3

Tel: + 420 2225 409 79; Fax: + 420 2225 409 78
Seifertova 47, Praha 13000

Czech Republic

E-mail: osf@osf.cz

Web: www.osf.cz

Open Society Institute — Hungary

Ms. Kinga Rethy

Executive Officer

Open Society Institute - Budapest

Tel: + 36 1 327 38 46; Fax: + 36 1 327 31 06
Oktober 6. Utca 12., Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: krethy@osi.hu

Web: www.osi.hu

Open Society Institute - Hungary

Mr. Albert Tulius Rostas

Program Manager

Roma Participation Program

Open Society Institute - Budapest

Tel: +36 123561 76; Fax: +36 1327 38 41
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Nador Utca 11, Room 611, Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: irostas@osi.hu

Web: www.soros.org

Open Society Institute - Hungary

Mr. Bernard Patrick Rorke

Deputy Director

Roma Participation Program

Open Society Institute - Budapest

Tel: +36 1327 38 58; Fax: +36 1327 38 41
Nador utca 11, Room 611, Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: brorke@osi.hu

Web: www.soros.org

Soros Foundation - Hungary

Ms. Anna Belia

Executive Director

Soros Foundation-Hungary

Tel: +36 1315 0233; Fax: +36 1 315 0201
Bolyai u. 14, Budapest 1023

Hungary

E-mail: belia@soros.hu

Web: www.soros.hu

Fund for an Open Society - Montenegro
Ms. Tamara Srzentic

Program Coordinator

Fund for an Open Society- Serbia

Tel: + 381 81 225 066; Fax: + 381 81 225 088
Njegoseva 26, Podgorica 81 000

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: tsrzentic@osim.cg.yu

Web: www.osim.cg.yu

Open Society Foundation - Romania

Mr. Radu Bogdan Motoc

Program Coordinator

Open Society Foundation - Romania

Tel: +40 21212 1101; Fax: +40 21 212 0630

33 Caderea Bastiliei Street, Sector 1, Bucharest 010613
Romania

E-mail: rmotoc@buc.osf.ro; rmotoc@osf.ro

17



Web: www.osf.ro

Fund for an Open Society — Serbia and Montenegro
Ms. Jadranka Stojanovic

Program Coordinator

Fund for an Open Society- Serbia

Tel: + 381 11 3025 800; Fax: +381 11 32 83 602
Zmaj Jovina 34, Belgrade 11 000

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: jstojanovic@fosserbia.org

Web: www.fosserbia.org

Fund for an Open Society — Serbia and Montenegro
Ms. Jadranka Jelincic

Executive Director

Fund for an Open Society- Serbia

Tel: + 381 11 3025 800; Fax: +381 11 32 83 602
Zmaj Jovina 34, Belgrade 11 000

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: jstojanovic@fosserbia.org

Web: www.fosserbia.org

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORLD BANK

Ms. Annette Dixon

Director, Regional Operations

Office of the Vice President, Europe and Central Asia Region
The World Bank

Tel: + 1202 473 7089; Fax: + 1 202 522 2758

1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433

United States of America

E-mail: adixon@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

Ms. Dena Ringold

Senior Economist

Human Development, Europe Central Asia Region
The World Bank

Tel: + 1 202 473 4681; Fax: + 1 202 614 1665
1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: dringold@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org
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Mr. Denis Boskovski

Operations Analyst

Skopje Country Office

The World Bank

Tel: +3892 3117 159; Fax: +3892 1 17 627
34 Leninova Street, Skopje 91000

Republic of Macedonia

E-mail: dboskovski@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org.mk

Mr. Nicolas Richard Burnett

Roma Education Fund Coordinator

Human Development Department, Europe and Central Asia Region
The World Bank

Tel: + 1202 473 4757; Fax: +1 202 477 1996

1818 H Street, N.-W., Washington, D.C. 20433

United States of America

E-mail: nburnett@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

Ms. Christine Castillo

Operations Analyst

Central Europe and the Baltic States

The World Bank

Tel: + 202 473 2857; Fax: + 202 522 2566
1818 H Street, N.-W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: ccastillo@worldbank.org

Mr. Ivan Drabek

Operations Analyst

Croatia Country Office

The World Bank

Tel: + 385 1 23 57 240; Fax: + 385 1 23 57 200
Trg J. F. Kennedya 6b/I11, Zagreb 10000
Croatia

E-mail: idrabek@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.hr

Ms. Clare Gillsater

Roma Team

The World Bank

Tel: +1202 473 4897; Fax: +1 202 614 1665
1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: mgillsater@worldbank.org
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Web: www.worldbank.org

Mr. Boryana Vassileva Gorcheva

Senior Operations Officer, ECSHD

The World Bank

Tel: +359 2 9697217; Fax: +359 8 88485750

World Trade Center, 36, Dragan Tzankov Blvd. Sofia 1057
Bulgaria

E-mail: bgotcheva@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

Ms. Vesna Kostic

External Affairs Officer

The World Bank Country Office

Tel: + 381 1130 23 700; Fax: + 381 1130 23 732
Bulevar Kralja Aleksandra 86

Serbia and Montenegro

E-mail: vkostic@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org.yu

Ms. Suman Mehra

Country Program Coordinator

Central Europe and the Baltic States

The World Bank

Tel: + 202 473 2247; Fax: + 202 522 2566
1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: smehra@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

Ms. Viktoria Kovacs

Consultant

Budapest Program Office

The World Bank

Tel: +36 137495 68; Fax: +36 13749510
42-46 Bajcsy-Zsilinszky ut, Budapest 1054
Hungary

E-mail: vkovacs@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.hu



Mr. Nick Van Praag

Communications Advisor

ECA External Affairs Department

The World Bank

1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: Nvanpraag@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

Mr. Julius Varallyay

Consultant, Decade of Roma Inclusion Program
The World Bank

Tel: + 1 202 473 7210; Fax:

1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433
United States of America

E-mail: jvarallyay@worldbank.org

Web: www.worldbank.org

OBSERVERS

Austria

Mr. Oliver Hiller

Attaché for social and health affairs

Austrian Embassy in Poland / Federal Ministry of social security and Generations
Tel: + 482 284 100 81; Fax: + 482 284 064 13

Ul. Gagarina 34, PL-00-748 Warsaw

Austria

E-mail: hiller.sugatt@interia.pl

Hungary

Mr. Fritz Rembold

Land Tenure and Rural Development Officer
Tel: +36 1 461 2027; Fax: + 36 1 351 7029
Benczur u. 34. Budapest 1068

Hungary

E-mail: Fritz.rembold@fao.org

Hungary
Mr. Dan Pavel Doghi
Advocacy Fellow, Member of the Roma Youth Delegation from Romania
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Public Interest Law Initiative

Tel: +36 1 327 3878; Fax: + 36 1 327 3879
Szent Istvan tér 11/c, Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: ddoghi@pili.org

Web: www.pili.org

Hungary

Ms. Krisztina Rostas

Press Department

Ministry of Home

Tel: + 36 1 441 1000; Fax: + 36 1 441 15 45
Jozsef Attila u. 2-4., Budapest 1051
Hungary

E-mail: rostaskrisztina@bm.gov.hu

Web: www.b-m.hu

Hungary

Ms. Maria Hajda

Executive of Roma affairs, Cabinet of the Minister of Justice
Ministry of Justice

Budapest, 1055

Web: www.im.hu

Hungary

Ms. Judit Demeter
Ministry of Justice
Budapest, 1055

E-mail: demeterj@im.hu
Web: www.im.hu

Hungary

Mrs. Andrea Szabad-Sujan

Chief of Department of Human Rights and European Organizations
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Tel: +36 1 458 14 10; Fax: +36 1 201 78 93

Nagy Imre tér 4., Budapest 1027

E-mail: asujan@kum.hu

Web: www.kulugyminiszterium.hu

Hungary
Mrs. Eva Heizerne Hegediis
Head of Department
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Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Rights of National and Ethnic
Minorities

Tel: +36 147571 49; Fax: +36 1 269 3542

Nador u. 22. Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: heizer@obh.hu

Hungary

Mr. Istvan Harcsa

Head of Department, Hungarian National Institute for Statistic
Tel: +36 1 345 6527; Fax: +36 1 345 6671

Keleti K. u. 5-7, Budapest 1024

Hungary

E-mail: istvan.harcsa@office.ksh.hu

Hungary

Mr. Larry Julius Olomoofe

Human Rights Trainer, European Roma Rights Center
Human Rights Education Department

Tel: +36 1413 22 00; Fax: +36 1 413 22 01

Nyar u. 12., Budapest 1072

Hungary

E-mail: larry@errc.org

Web: www.errc.org

Hungary

Ms. Melinda Raffael and Maté Velkey
National Roma Self-Government

Tel: +36 1 322 8903; Fax: +36 1 322 8501
Dohany ut 76, Budapest 1074

Hungary

Web: www.oco.hu

Hungary

Ms. Maria Kovacs

Office for national and etnic minorities
Tel: +36 1 266 6343; Fax: +36 1 266 1225
Baross u. 22-26., Budapest 1085

Hungary

E-mail: kovacsmanyi@nekhroma.hu
Web: www.meh.hu/nekh
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Hungary

Mrs. Marianna Varfalvi

Monitoring Director

Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: + 36 1 235 4072

Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: varfalvi.marianna@meh.hu

Hungary

Mr. Jozsef Solymosy

Monitoring Expert

Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: +36 1 235 4500

Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: bonifac.jozsef.solymosy@meh.

Hungary

Mr. David Hargitai

Monitoring Expert

Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: + 36 1 235 4053

Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: hargitai.david@meh.hu

SECRETARIAT

Mrs. Agnes Osztolykan

Head, Secretariat of the Roma Decade Inclusion Program
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities

Tel: + 36 1 235 4488; Fax: +36 1 235 4692; Mob: + 36 30 475 9775
Vigado u. 6., Budapest 1051

Hungary

E-mail: agnes.osztolykan@meh.hu

Web: www.eselyegyenloseg.hu

Mrs. Eva Karpati
Program Manager, Decade of Roma Inclusion Program
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities

24



Tel: +36 123544 89; Fax: +36 1 235 46 92
Vigadé u. 6. 1051 Budapest

Hungary

E-mail: g.karpati.eva@meh.hu

Mr. Balint Vadaszi

PR Manager, Decade of Roma Inclusion Program
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: +36 123544 86; Fax: +36 1 235 46 92
Vigad6 u. 6. 1051 Budapest

Hungary

E-mail: balint.vadaszi@meh.hu

Ms. Erika Horvath

Assistant, Decade of Roma Inclusion Program
Governmental Office for Equal Opportunities
Tel: +36 123544 90; Fax: +36 1 235 46 92
Vigad6 u. 6. 1051 Budapest

Hungary

E-mail: horvath.erika@meh.hu

Mr. Gyula Vamosi

Tel: +36 30 651 10 77

Pecs

Hungary

E-mail: gyulavamosi@riptech.org
Web: www.riptech.org
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Annex 2: Roma Education Fund
Update: June 15 2004
Background

In July 2003, the first high-level regional conference on Roma: “Roma in an Expanding
Europe: Challenges for the Future” was held in Budapest. Participating countries were Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, and Slovakia.
It was co-financed by the World Bank, the Open Society Institute (OSI), the European
Commission, UNDP, the Council of Europe Development Bank and the governments of
Hungary, Finland and Sweden. The conference was highly successful and resolved to (a)
establish a Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015, during which countries would focus on
reducing disparities in key economic and human development outcomes for Roma; and (b) to
establish an international Roma Education Fund. At the conference the World Bank committed
to undertake the technical work necessary to establish the Education Fund in a year’s time, in
consultation with international organizations and donors, Roma and other stakeholders.

Purpose

The Roma Education Fund will assist countries improve educational outcomes for Roma
and so contribute to achieving the Decade education goals. It will likely have three functions:

= To make grants to public and private education sectors to help improve educational
outcomes for Roma — the Fund will not substitute for what governments themselves
finance, but will rather serve a critical catalytic and partnership-brokering role, being
flexible in what it finances against a set of agreed criteria, with a view to countries’
eventually establishing sustainable programs;

= To serve as an information clearinghouse on Roma education;

* To advocate improved educational outcomes for Roma — for example, through a regular
report on the status of Roma education.

Likely Operations

The projected duration of the Fund is planned from 2005-2015. It is intended to have the
Fund operational by early 2005, to coincide with the Decade, as it would be a key instrument in
supporting the Decade’s education goals. Initial attention will focus on the eight Decade
countries, but the Fund could possibly later be extended to benefit other countries with Roma
populations.

The size of the Fund is to be determined. The World Bank is currently organizing a
needs assessment of the participant countries to refine the total budget estimates. At this stage it
is envisaged that the Fund will make grants to both the public and private (including civil society)
sectors in the eight participating countries, on the basis of competitive applications, suitably
adjusted for the different sizes of Roma populations in the various countries. Such grants could
be used directly for education, through supporting both Roma demand for education (e.g.
scholarship schemes) and supply (e.g. Roma teachers’ aides), and also for necessary analytical
work. It is recognized that some private donors may wish to limit their funding to non-
government beneficiary organizations.

Education Workshop

First steps towards country-specific as well as common goals in the education sector were
made during a Roma Education Workshop for the eight countries, held in February 2004 and
sponsored by the World Bank and the Open Society Institute. The outcomes of the workshop will
help in both the development of the Roma Education Fund and in the setting of national education
goals for the Decade of Roma Inclusion. A limited number of key goals will be established per
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country and possibly also some common regional goals that may apply to all countries. These
goals will be focused and strategic, looking toward results and improving educational outcomes
for Roma. The workshop also stressed the importance of the need to monitor progress towards
these goals and of access to reliable data. These goals, like those for other sectors, are now being
worked on by the countries and will be presented to the International Steering Committee of the
Decade for Roma Inclusion.

Background Studies

a. A demand assessment is underway in the eight Decade target countries.

b. A background study is being organized on the experience of desegregation and other
compensatory programs in the US and several European and Latin American countries.

c. A review is underway of donor activities to support Roma education.

d. A draft review of World Bank activities to support Roma education to date has been
completed.

Governance and Management

Options for institutional arrangements for the Fund are currently being discussed. It is
envisaged that the Roma Education Fund would be a legally independent entity. Ideas for its
governance structure are being developed; such a structure would include participant country
governments, Roma, and donors.

It is anticipated that the Fund would have a very small staff (say, 4-5 people),
supplemented with partnership arrangements with other agencies with relevant expertise. The
World Bank is prepared to finance or second one staff member. Ideally the small Fund can be
hosted by an existing European organization with relevant education and financing experience, to
which the Fund can make payments for overhead services (such as accounting, human resources
services, etc.).

Financing

Sources of financing for the Roma Education Fund are being explored. It is estimated
that the size of the Fund will be $60-100 million over the Decade, including operational costs.
The Open Society Institute has made a commitment to transfer funding of Roma education
programs to the new Fund for 10 years. The World Bank is exploring options for its own
contribution to the Fund, in addition to the staff member mentioned above, with a target of $6
million over the first five years of the Fund.

A donor pledging conference is anticipated for fall 2004. Preliminary discussions have
been held with a number of potential partners, including bilateral donors and private foundations.
Some bilateral donors have expressed interest in various levels of involvement with the Fund.
The members of the Minorities and Multiculturalism Interest Group of the European Foundation
Centre (EFC) have taken an active interest, and convened a special meeting on the Fund during
the EFC Annual Meeting on 1 June 2004. Other bilateral governments and foundations will also
be approached in advance of the pledging conference.

Contact Further information:
Mr. Nicholas Burnett www.worldbank.org/roma
Roma Education Fund Coordinator

World Bank

nburnett@worldbank.org

Tel. +1-202-473 4757
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Annex 3: Vision Statement for the Decade

The Decade of Roma Inclusion, 2005-2015
Vision & Values

Europe has borne witness to the dramatic transition, consolidation and expansion of
democracy and democratic values over the last decade. However, these developments
and opportunities have largely excluded one group, the Roma. They remain the most
deprived ethnic group in Europe. Their appalling predicament stands as one of the
gravest challenges facing today’s Europe.

The Decade of Roma Inclusion is a major international effort to meet this European
challenge in a coordinated, open, inclusive and transparent way.

Decade partners* are united by a common vision to close the gap in opportunities and
living conditions between the Roma and the non-Roma and to break the cycle of poverty
and exclusion over a period of 10 years.

The Decade is driven by a commitment to shared values of social inclusion and anti-
discrimination, to promote equal opportunities and bring an end to segregation. Central
to the values and vision of the Decade is a commitment to embrace innovative
approaches, foster international cooperation, promote transparency and Roma
participation.

United by this common vision and shared values, Decade Partners established
concrete and measurable goals in the four priority areas of education, employment,
housing and health.

Through an international peer review system and through independent civil society
monitoring, the Decade partners will be held accountable for fulfilling their Decade
goals.

While concrete action will mostly be at national level, the Decade Partners are
coordinating their initiatives and share best practice.

‘Nothing about us, without us’> Roma participation will make or break the Decade.
Roma representatives and civil society organizations are involved in every stage of the
Decade. Roma shaped and defined the vision from the very outset. Roma civil society
groups and experts identified policy priorities and played a key role in defining Decade
goals and targets. Roma participation will be central to regular oversight and monitoring
of the process over the next ten years.

The Decade is open to new partners, open to new ideas, open to new sources of
funding. The Decade remains open to all who share its broad vision and values and the
commitment to work together to make this vision a reality.

The Decade is not an institution or a bureaucracy. Neither is it a new pot of money. It
works within the context of existing national and international structures and funding
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instruments, and aims to align them with each other as well as the policies and funding
instruments of the European Union.

* The Partners of the Decade of Roma Inclusion are the governments of Bulgaria,
Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia & Montenegro,
Slovakia, the World Bank, the European Union, the Council of Europe, The COE
Development Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Open Society Institute.

29



