Conclusions and recommendations 

of the international specialist seminar

Creativity and innovation in education of children from socially disadvantaged environment  
held under  the Slovak Presidency of the Decade of  Roma Inclusion, 2005-2015

in Poprad,  Slovak Republic, on 19-20 November 2009.

The conference participants have joined in endorsing the resulting document of the conference titled The Right to Education for Every Child: Removing Barriers and Fostering Inclusion for Roma Children, held on 2 –3 June 2009 in Belgrade. 

Apart from the measures proposed therein the participants have adopted the following conclusions and recommendations:

· The need to help Roma pupils in their transition to primary school:

· Introduce mandatory pre-school attendance for all children, 

· Support bilingual education for Roma pupils, 

· Ensure teachers speaking the Roma language.

· Recommendation for the area of special schooling:

·  Reduce the number of children placed in the system of special schools (potentially through mentoring and tutoring),

·  Come closer to the developed West-European countries in meeting the standards in special schooling, 

·  With regards to re-inclusion of Roma pupils in primary schools, provide incentives for financing primary schools.

Recommendation for the Slovak Republic for the area of special schooling: 

- Consolidate the counselling system in the Slovak school system  (Pedagogy and Psychology Advice and Prevention Centres and the Special Pedagogy Counselling Centres) into a single whole,

· Actively assess and check the advice centres' work  (particularly private ones) by means of the control mechanism of school inspection.

· Make use of the instruments for the inclusion of Roma population, particularly:

·  Mobilization of community resources to develop the potential of the Roma community and create adequate education environment. It is vital to engage Roma communities, in particular, in this mobilization, 

·  Use the existing technical resources (buildings and equipment), personnel resources (existing trained professionals) and financial resources  (creation of multi-source financing), especially at local level,

·  Cooperation of state and non-state institutions   in addressing the inclusion of the Roma population.

· In the area of pre-primary education, participants have agreed on the need to perceive these issues as encompassing the time from the birth of the child until the start of mandatory schooling, rather than being a subject relating to the last year of kindergarten. For the sake of comprehensiveness of understanding of this topic it is necessary to use all forms of education, i.e. formal  (in the school), non-formal  (leisure time pursuits) and informal (in the family). It is crucial to engage the Roma family in these processes, in the first place, as well as develop a monitoring mechanism for the efficiency of these horizontal educational programmes.

· In the area of teacher training and further training of teachers and pedagogic assistants it is necessary:

·  For pedagogic assistants, ensure their affiliation with the Roma community concerned and their command of the language of the community.

·  For teachers, there is a need to increase their professional competences  (volitional, anti-prejudice, intercultural, human rights related) for the work with Roma children.

·  Increase remuneration for the pedagogic staff operating in the conditions of work with children from Roma communities and seek forms of incentives for their work.

· Form monitoring groups with a view to monitoring continuously the implementation of funds coming from the European Union Funds. Specify the indicators of how the projects' outputs affected the institutional, professional and personnel changes.  In this monitoring, the emphasis needs to be placed on participatory evaluation!

· Ensure variety of educational programmes in all Decade states to meet the needs of children and local Roma communities.  The educational programmes are deemed to cover both formal and non-formal educational programmes.

· Create conditions for the rise of so-called municipal canteen facilities of a sufficient capacity providing one warm meal of adequate nutritional value.

· In the area of schools and school facilities it is necessary to create and improve space conditions so as to ensure equal access to education for all children. 

· By activating positive examples from the Roma community, strengthen the identity of the Roma!

Poprad, 20th November 2009

